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 ADVANCED PROFICIENT BASIC BELOW BASIC 
CLEAR 

TOPICS/MAIN 
POINTS 

 
 

Roman numerals 
clearly indicate main 
ideas which support 
thesis. 

Roman numerals 
mostly indicate main 
ideas which support 
thesis  
 

Roman numerals 
somewhat  indicate 
main ideas which 
support thesis 
 

Roman numerals 
may or may not  
indicate main ideas 
which support 
thesis  

DETAILS 
 
 

-Details and specific 
facts directly address 
main ideas or topics 
-Details provide 
clarification and 
support of topics 
 
 

Details and specific 
facts address main 
ideas or topics 
-Details mostly 
provide clarification 
and support of topics 
 
 

Details and specific 
facts somewhat 
address main ideas or 
topics 
-Details provide 
limited clarification 
and support of topics 
 

Details and specific 
facts may or may 
not address main 
ideas or topics 
-Details provide 
little or no 
clarification and 
support of topics 

 
ACCURACY OF 
INFORMATION 

 
 

Information in the 
outline is accurate 
and advances 
understanding of the 
issues to be 
addressed in the 
paper. 
 
 

Information in 
outline is mostly  
accurate, and  helps 
to advance 
understanding of the 
issues to be 
addressed in the 
paper 

Information in outline 
is somewhat accurate 
and generally helps 
with understanding of 
the issues to be 
addressed in a paper 
 

Information in 
outline is not 
necessarily 
accurate and 
provides limited 
understanding of 
the issues to be 
addressed in a 
paper 

MECHANICS 
 
 

Information follows 
appropriate MLA 
format for outline 
I. 
    A. 
    B.  
          1. 
          2. 

Information mostly 
follows appropriate 
MLA format for 
outline, but there are 
some issues or 
confusion. 
 

Information generally 
follows MLA 
appropriate format 
for outline 
 

Information 
somewhat follows 
MLA appropriate 
format for outline 
 

 
WORKABLE 
OUTLINE? 

 
 

The outline could 
clearly and easily 
move to an 
outstanding paper 
 
 

The outline could 
somewhat clearly  
and fairly easily 
move to a written 
paper 
 

The outline would 
take some work and 
clarification to   move 
to a written paper 
 

The outline would 
take significant 
work and 
clarification to   
move to a written 
paper 
 

PARENTHETICAL 
CITATIONS 

 

All parenthetical 
citations clearly 
follow MLA format 
and indicate either 
the author or title 
with appropriate 
page numbers.  
 

Most parenthetical 
citations mostly 
follow MLA format. 
 

Many parenthetical 
citations do not 
follow MLA format. 
 

Student is missing 
quite a few 
parenthetical 
citations and is in 
danger of 
plagiarism.  
 


